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What does it mean to be a Catholic? Besides having faith in Jesus Christ and his church, being a

Catholic means being inclined to mercy, which is 'the willingness to enter into the chaos of another.'

Over the centuries Catholics have defined themselves by feeding the hungry, clothing the naked,

caring for the sick. This book explores not only the seven corporal works of mercy, but also the

seven spiritual works as well. It considers how we invoke mercy throughout the Eucharistic liturgy

and how frequently mercy enters into ordinary life, in the way we care for our families, and the way

we care for ourselves. Interspersed are three meditations on mercy: on September 11, on being a

priest in light of the scandal in Boston, and a new meditation on the world of HIV/AIDS.
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Fr. James Keenan, SJ states, "Our entire theological tradition is expressed in terms of mercy, which

is defined as the willingness to enter into the chaos of others". If you are searching for reasons, or

satisfying a Christian interest, the book quenches the thirst for knowledge. You are left with better

insight to Christian belief. The way Fr. Keenan expresses his thoughts and opinions, opens the

mind of the reader to contemplation and understanding to what should be obvious to us all.

Keenan's defines Mercy as the willingness to enter into the chaos of another. How true! How

thought-provoking! How difficult! This small paperback book contains essays on the Spiritual and

Corporal Works of Mercy which, according to the Acknowledgements, originally appeared in Church



Magazine.Keenan writes sincerely and concisely and gives examples of each Work of Mercy.The

latter third of the book, essays on Mercy and the Eucharist, were no less well written but they

interested me less than did the first part, possibly because the material was directed more to men

who preside at liturgy.

Great book to meditate with. Possibly improve your life

Easy to understand presentation on the Works of Mercy.
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